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Welcome to our latest edition of
Family Focus. Over the past year
we have had the pleasure of
receiving many new families into
the Family Life and Asthma
Project. We also enjoy seeing
many of you on an annual basis.
Some of you might recall that we
ask how your child's school
cooperates in the management
of his or her asthma. We have
found many of these comments
helpful and thought we would
include some of them in this
issue. Some of our families tell
us that they find school nurses
very helpful. School nurses can
be a source of relief, knowing
that if your child has trouble with
his or her asthma at school that
there is a good backup. There
are a few instances, however,
where there are limited
resources and a nurse is not
always available. No one wants
to miss out on a school trip or
leave the classroom
unnecessarily because they need
to take their medicine. We looked
into some ways that parents and
schools can work together to
make going back to school a
pleasant experience.

We did a little searching to see what
the experts recommend across the
country as well as the regulations in
New York State,

There is no single policy for
medication use that applies to all
schools. The laws are set by each
state.

In New York State, students with
asthma may carry and use a
prescribed inhaler during the
school day with the written
permission of a duly authorized
health care provider and
parental consent, based on
Section 916 of Education Law.

Each school should have a
policy and procedure for the
administration of all medications
given during regular school
hours, at school-sponsored
activities (such as field trips)
and during after-school-hour
activities. How can parents and
schools work together to assure
the health of their child?

Ask your doctor to write a
School Action Plan. This says
what to do if your child has

(Cowntimed on page 2)







